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proCURE Curriculum: Exercise Module 3 – Label Detective

Label Detective: Investigating Sustainability Claims on Products

Objective:
Students will evaluate sustainability labels on different products using online research and a provided checklist. They will assess the credibility, transparency, and relevance of each label and present their findings.

Total: 30 minutes
· Introduction and Group Formation – 5 min
· Investigation and Research – 15 min
· Presentations and Discussion – 10 min

Materials Needed:
· Physical products or high-resolution images of products (at least 1 per group)
· Each product should display 1–3 sustainability/environmental/social labels
· Checklist with the Criteria of Labels (see proCURE Toolbox)
· Internet access (laptops/tablets)
· Flipcharts or presentation software (optional)



Instructions:

1. Form Groups (3–5 students per group)
Each group receives one product or image with visible labels.

2. Label Identification & Research (15 min)
Using your product:
· Identify all visible labels (e.g., Fairtrade, EU Ecolabel, FSC, Rainforest Alliance, etc.)
· Research each label using the internet and the provided "Checklist with the Criteria of Labels"





For each label, investigate:
· Who issues the label? (e.g., government, NGO, private company)
· What criteria are used? (social, environmental, economic standards)
· How is compliance verified? (independent audits, self-reporting, etc.)
· Is it transparent and trustworthy?
· Does it align with sustainable procurement goals?


3. Prepare a Short Group Presentation
Include:
· Overview of your product
· Summary of each label
· Key insights from your evaluation
· Final group assessment: Are the labels meaningful for sustainable procurement? Why or why not?

Wrap-Up Discussion:
Facilitate an open discussion with questions like:
· Which labels were the most credible? Least?
· Did you encounter any greenwashing?
· What surprised you during this task?
· How can procurement professionals use label knowledge in real decisions?

Learning Outcomes:
· Understand how to identify and evaluate sustainability labels
· Develop critical thinking skills in assessing green claims
· Apply sustainability criteria in a practical procurement context
· Practice teamwork and presentation skills
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